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WA CHILD SAFETY VOLUNTEER AWARD 2015 — ELIZABETH GRIXTI 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: It is my pleasure to inform the house that the WA Child Safety 
Volunteer Award 2015 was won by Albany mother Elizabeth Grixti. This award recognises an individual who, 
through their voluntary undertakings, has made an exemplary contribution to improving the safety and wellbeing 
of children in Western Australia. It also recognises a person who has inspired others, shown outstanding 
dedication and whose voluntary efforts have directly resulted in a safer environment for children. 
Liz runs the protective behaviours program at Mount Lockyer Primary School and has a passion for teaching 
primary school children protective behaviours. She says that it gives young children a voice and it is a skill that, 
once they have it, they will have it for life, so they can keep themselves safe from sexual abuse. Liz’s tireless 
research and self-funded learning has given her the skills needed to teach young children about protective 
behaviours. It is a disturbing fact that the majority of perpetrators of sexual abuse of children are known to the 
family. Liz shares her knowledge on a daily basis with as many children, parents, carers and even professionals 
as she can. The work she has done ensures that children have access to the support and help they need in order to 
know the difference between right and wrong, the difference between good secrets and bad secrets, the 
difference between public and private parts, how to listen to what their body is telling them, and to know where 
to go to get help so they can stop any abuse before it starts. Congratulations to Liz for the dedication and great 
work she has done in our community to give young children the skills to help prevent them from becoming 
victims of sexual abuse. 
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